
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE WORK SESSION 

 

November 9, 2009 

 

The committee of the whole work session of the Board of Education of Portage Public Schools 

held on Monday, November 9, 2009, was called to order at 6:29 p.m. by Vice President 

Posthumus in the Professional Development Center of the Administration Building, 8111 S. 

Westnedge.  He welcomed an audience of 20 people and all in attendance recited the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

Board Trustees Present:  Melanie Kurdys, Deb Polderman, Dale Posthumus, Rusty Rathburn, 

Randy Van Antwerp, and John Whyte 

 

Board Trustees Absent: Jennifer Whistler 

 

COMMENTS OR COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Vice President Posthumus opened the comments and communications portion of the meeting and 

asked if there were any citizens who would like to speak to the Board.  Mrs. Polderman informed 

the audience of the public comment guidelines. 

 

Ms. Lissa Adams, 3554 Cloverleaf Ln., a parent, thanked the Board and Transportation Advisory 

Committee for re-establishing some bus routes and shared concerns regarding Milham Meadows 

students walking to Amberly Elementary. 

 

Ms. Judi Santek, 7537 Autumn, a citizen, inquired about the International Baccalaureate Program 

participation, benefits and costs. 

 

Vice President Posthumus opened the floor for Board Trustee comments. 

 

Mrs. Kurdys discussed the survey on the District web site inquiring about the data collection and 

results.  She thanked the Administration for scheduling financial presentations to all PTO’s.  She 

shared concerns with the secondary scheduling changes and inquired regarding the status of the 

Baldrige Express Survey. 

 

Superintendent Wells clarified President Whistler had noted the Baldrige Express Survey Agenda 

Item would be on a future agenda. 

 

Mr. Rathburn discussed the Board Ends and Means as well as the need to work together with the 

Administration and community. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

Bond Project Updates, District Access Control Upgrade Bid.  Mr. Dan Vomastek, Director of 

Assessment and Student Information Systems, and Mr. Alex Ellingsen, Technology Consultant from 
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Secant Technologies, provided background on the recommended proposal from ROK to upgrade the 

District’s access control system, in an amount not to exceed $25,993.01.  They responded to Trustee 

questions pertaining to: building access, potential growth, funding, monitoring entry, and long-term 

savings. 

 

Bond Project Updates, Netbook Computer Cart Bid.  Mr. Vomastek shared details on the 

recommendation to purchase 15 netbook computer carts from Trivalent Group, Inc., for an amount 

not to exceed $54,791.25.  He responded to the following questions: carts matching computers, life 

cycle of equipment, lack of alternatives, and pricing. 

 

District Technology Updates, Netbook Computer Purchase Bid.  The Director of Special 

Education, Mrs. Gail Van Daff, provided details on the recommendation to purchase 104 netbook 

computers from Trivalent Group, Inc., for an amount not to exceed $67,087.28, proceeds coming 

from the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 

(ARRA) funds.  She responded to Trustee questions regarding: measuring student achievement, 

software, collaboration with the Bond project, and professional development. 

 

District Technology Updates, Fiber Optics Agreement Authorization.  The Director of 

Technology Systems, Mr. Michael Batterson, shared background information on the recommended 

agreement with CTS Communications Corporation for maintenance of the District’s existing fiber 

optic system and for exchange of fiber optic filaments and responded to a Trustee question 

pertaining to access capacity. 

  

District Technology Updates, Set Public Hearing on Internet Safety Regulation.  Mr. Vomastek 

provided background information on the Federal requirements contained within the E-Rate 

program and the Child Internet Protection Act (CIPA) and recommended the Board set a Public 

Hearing on the topic. 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Whyte, supported by Mrs. Polderman, that the Board of Education 

move the request to set a Public Hearing on the Internet Safety Regulation to an action item.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Van Antwerp, supported by Mrs. Polderman, that the Board of 

Education set a Public Hearing on the Internet Safety Regulation for November 23, 2009.  

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Summer Tax Collection Resolution.  The Assistant Superintendent for Operations, Mr. Tom 

Noverr, shared background on the Resolution that authorizes the Portage Schools to continue 

summer tax collections in 2010 noting a wording clarification. 

 

Transportation Safety Update.  Mr. Noverr shared historical information pertaining to the 

Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC), reported on the process used in determining walk zone 

changes this year, revisions to the process for future use, and spoke to related issues.  Mr. Noverr 

and the Transportation Manager, Mr. Louk Markham, responded to Trustee questions regarding: 

TAC minutes, issues handled by the Transportation Department rather than the TAC, the appeal 

process, walk zone equity, transportation participation, Lake Center Elementary site walk zone, 



 3 

courtesy transportation, the breakfast program at Amberly Elementary, lack of additional bus 

drivers, students crossing major streets and neighborhoods without sidewalks, loss in original 

savings to the District, and continuing to study the Milham Meadows neighborhood for options. 

 

District Strategic Priorities.  Superintendent Wells shared the revised draft plan of District 

strategic priorities, based on two prior Board discussions, individual meetings with each Trustee 

about key issues and priorities, and feedback on earlier drafts.  She responded to Trustee questions 

regarding Global Ends, benchmarking and data collection, timelines, goal setting, and tracking 

testing results.  It was agreed that this would be brought forward for action on November 23. 

 

Agenda Item Request #6, Monitoring Reports.  After Trustee discussion, the Board agreed to the 

need for a schedule to evaluate monitoring reports and revisions to the agenda planning calendar.  

This Agenda Item Request will be reviewed at a future Board meeting. 

 

Agenda Item Request #7, College Readiness of District Graduates.  After Trustee discussion, the 

Board agreed not to move this Agenda Item Request forward. 

 

Agenda Item Request #8, International Baccalaureate (IB) Program.  After Trustee discussion 

and detailed IB information shared by Dr. Ric Perry, Assistant Superintendent of Instruction, the 

Board agreed to move this Agenda Item Request to a future Board meeting in 2010/11. 

 

Vice President Posthumus opened the floor for citizen comments pertaining to the agenda discussion 

items. 

 

Mr. Eric VerHey, 50314 Fulton Road, Leonidas, President of the Portage Education Association, 

shared concerns regarding a survey question posted on the District web site and a morality clause 

for extra-duty staff. 

 

Mrs. Julie Cartier, 2905 Coachlite Ave., a parent, shared concerns regarding the process and 

communication of walk zone changes.  She urged investigation of providing bus service to Milham 

Meadows and to continue work on the issue of students crossing Romence Road.  

 

Ms. Joanne Willson, 7122 Leawood St., a citizen, commented on outdated material on a high 

school web site, shared concerns for transportation and flu precautions pertaining to absentee 

policy. 

 

ACTION ITEM 

 

Motion offered by Mrs. Polderman, supported by Mr. Van Antwerp, that the Board of 

Education approve the proposal of Sinclair Recreation for the purpose of furnishing and 

installing playground equipment and surfaces for ECDD students at Woodland Elementary in 

the amount of $43,800.00.  This purchase will be allocated to the 2009/10 General Fund and the 

cost will be offset with grant approved American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA 

“Economic Stimulus”) Funds, as presented. 
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Mr. Noverr provided background information on this recommendation and along with the 

Maintenance Supervisor, Mr. Bob Small, responded to Trustee questions pertaining to: more review 

time for requests, weather complicating installation, and grant money. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 9:21 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Edna Kent 

Recording Secretary 

 


